Stow-away Bedside Organizer
Skill level: Beginner

Technique:

Sewing

Brand:

Coats® Dual Duty XP

Crafting time:

An evening

Instead of throwing things on your nightstand, tuck them
safely into this handy bedside organizer. The pockets
are large enough to stow your iPad or electronic reader,
magazines, eyeglasses and a book or two. Or, make one in
kid-theme fabric for tidying up toys, coloring books, etc.
Tuck the flat section between the mattress and box spring for
stay-put positioning.
Finished Size of Project: 34” wide x 27” tall (allowing for
mattress tuck-in)

Supplies
Decorator Fabric		
54-60” wide -1 yd.
Cotton lining fabric
54” wide - 1⁄4 yd.
Coats Dual Duty XP thread, to match fabric
Fusible interfacing
36” wide, medium weight -11⁄3 yd.
Double Fold Bias Tape
5 yds.

Additional Requirements
Temporary spray adhesive
Removable fabric marker
Ruler

Designed by:

Linda Turner Griepentrog
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Stow-away Bedside Organizer
Cutting

Prepare the Pocket

From the decorator fabric, cut:
1 rectangle, 27” x 34”
1 strip, 7” x 51”

1. Bind one long edge of the pocket with bias tape, and
stitch using a medium-width, medium-length zigzag.
TIP: Be sure the widest portion of the binding is
underneath as you sew so you’re sure to catch it in the
stitching.
2. Lay the pocket strip flat with right sides up and
following the diagram (page 3), fold the strip to pleat
it. Press the folds firmly in place. Pin the folds through
all layers.

From the lining fabric, cut:
1 rectangle, 27” x 34”
From the fusible interfacing, cut:
1 rectangle, 27” x 34”
1 strip, 7” x 51” (piecing as needed)

Preparing the Backing Pieces
1. Following the manufacturer’s instructions, fuse the
interfacing to the wrong side of the corresponding
decorator fabric pieces, abutting edges as needed on
the 7” x 51” strip.
2. Spray the large interfaced rectangle with temporary
adhesive and position the lining wrong side against the
decorator fabric rectangle interfacing, matching raw
edges and smoothing out any wrinkles. Using a round
coffee mug or glass, gently round each of the four
corners; trim away the excess fabric.
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Assemble the Organizer
1. Lay the pleated pocket strip over one backing
rectangle long edge, and pin in place matching edges.
2. To stitch the pocket dividers, pull back the edges
of the three inverted folds and sew a double line of
stitching up the center, leaving the folded fabric edges
free. The stitching should start at the lower pocket
edge and continue through the bias tape at the upper
pocket edge. Refold the pleats.
3. Baste the pocket to the backing 1⁄8” from the side and
lower edges. Trim the pocket to match the backing
rounded corners.
4. Beginning at the upper organizer long edge, bind
all the outer edges, overlapping the bias tape at
the starting point. Use the same zigzag setting for
stitching as was used for the pocket binding.
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Stow-away Bedside Organizer
Scale : 1/4

Pleating Diagram for Bedside Organizer
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